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Some reporte, that he died in his jorney homewarde. Some agayne
affirme, that he retorned into his countrey, but partly, for that he
coulde not away with the fashions of his countrey folk, and partly for
that his minde and affection was altogether set and fixed upon Utopi^
they say that he hathe taken his voyage thetherwarde agayne. Now
as touching this, the name of this yland is nowhere founde amonge
the olde and auncient cosmographers, this doubte Hythloday him-
selfe verle well dissolved. For why it is possible enoughe (quod he)
that the name, which it had in olde time, was afterwarde chaunged,
or elles that they never had knowledge of this island: forasmuch as
now in our time divers landes be found, which to the olde Geog-
raphers were unknowen. Howbeit, what nedeth it in this behalfe to
fortifie the matter with argumentes, seyng master More is author
hereof sufficient?
But whereas he doubteth of the edition or imprinting of the booke,
in deede herein I both commende, and also knowledge the mannes
modestie. Howbeit unto me it semeth a worke most unworthie to be
long suppressed, and most worthy to go abrod into the handes of
men, yea, and under the title of youre name to be publyshed to the
worlde: cither because the singular endowmentes and qualities of
master More be to no man better knowen then to you, or els bicause no
man is more fitte and meete, then you with good couns elles to further,
and avaunce the commen wealth, wherin you have many yeares al-
ready continued and travailed with great glory and commendation,
bothe of wisedome and knowledge, and also of integritie and upright-
nes. Thus, O liberall supporter of good learninge, and floure of this
oure time, I byd you moste hartely well to fare. At Antwerpe 1516,
the first day e of November.